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PREFACE

GROUP OF FRIENDS CHATTER OUTSIDE the band hall.

The phone buzzes heralding a new text. Sirens scream
outside the chemistry lab windows. So what are they
talking about? What does the text say? Where are the police
going? These are the questions any student would have.

Students may not realize it, but their inborn curiosity is a
huge asset. If they like to ask questions and get answers,
they have a journalist’s instincts. Their hands may not shoot
up as often as they did in second grade, but we know that
those questions still bounce around in their heads. Scholastic
journalism provides an outlet, a forum that encourages
students to explore and apply their natural curiosity.

This textbook builds on our desire to know what is
going on in the world around us. Students will learn how to
collect information through interviewing and research.
They'll learn to communicate through text, design and
photos. They'll learn to create stories that are relevant,
accurate and important for their school, their classmates,
their audience.

While we've seen numerous newspapers shut down in
the last decade, we understand that journalism isn’t dying,
it’'s merely evolving. The range of media at our fingertips is
constantly growing. In this tumultuous era of 24-hour news,
enhanced by the opportunities of social and new media, the
need for scholastic journalism training is also growing. The
skills that young journalists learn — writing, designing,
questioning, problem-solving, computing — are as valuable
now as ever. Giving young people the skills to think for
themselves will serve the generation and the public well.

Good journalism is alive in student journalism programs
across the country. In the following pages you'll find a wide
array of examples showcasing articulate, insightful and
creative student writing, photojournalism and design in
school websites, newsmagazines, newspapers and
yearbooks. High school reporters across the country are
tackling relevant stories that impact their classmates and
communities. The school reporter can tell the story of the
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softball player with the stamina to battle through cancer,
highlight a teacher’s musical success on YouTube or enlighten
an audience to the dangers of prescription drug abuse.

This textbook, the latest edition in the book’s 60+ year
history, embraces the changes that the Internet has
brought to journalism. Students will learn the basics of
Jjournalism to be used in blogs or webcasts, online galleries
and online posts.

This book is written for the 21st-century classroom. It’s
for the classroom filled with students who are constantly
bombarded with texts, tweets and fast-moving information.
And it’s for the teachers who have to prepare those students
to be competitive in an ever-changing marketplace. This
edition has been revised to include more user-friendly
features. The Test Your Knowledge questions and Quick
Exercises break up the text into manageable chunks and
offer readers the chance to check their comprehension and
apply their new skills throughout each chapter. The
weblinks provide quick references and resources for
interactive and extended learning possibilities. An
instructor's manual and wealth of supporting online
resources to accompany the book can also be found at
www.wiley.com/go/scholasticjournalism.

Whether the information comes through a mimeo-
graphed paper or a podcast, we will always have an interest
in the life around us and there will always be a need for
curious minds to inform, educate and entertain us. And
beyond scholastic journalism, we believe the skills students
learn from this textbook will benefit them — in journalism
or in whatever career they pursue.

In the fast-changing world of technology and mass
media, vibrant fresh ideas often come from the next
generation. We encourage students to have the confidence
to be creative visionaries. We believe this book will provide
the foundation for strong scholastic journalists who can
become active, thoughtful and responsible members of the
media and society.
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Chapter opening page

Each chapter begins with a thought-provoking and
instructive quotation and a list of key learning
objectives to help the reader navigate the text.

UNDERSTANDING NEWS

‘ News is what affects the greatest number of people with the greatest intensity. Tefling
my community the news fets me tef} people what's fikely to affect them and how much it wiff
affect them. If people don't know something is happening and don't know how it will affect
them, they can'’t do anything to change or stop what affects them. if people know something is
likely to happen to them, then they have a choice of what do about it. The news and journalists
give people choice about how to shape their fives, their neighborhood, their community, their
world. The news aflows people to change the bad and promote the good.

Charlotte Grimes, Knight Chairin Poliical Reporting, S.1. Newhouse School of Public Communications, Syracuse Universiy ’

LEARNING OBJECTIVES Atier completing this chapter you will be able to:

@ | determine the core values that create interest in )

news

understand how using a beat system will help
you cover your school in an organized way

understand how to find the sources that will
provide the best information for your stories

understand the role of audience in making news .
decisions

make informed decisions about covering and .
publishing news, in both print and online editions

provide coverage of your school’s diverse
populations.

Scholastic Journalism, Twelith Edition. C. Dow Tate and Sherri A. Taylor.
© 2014 John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Published 2014 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

TIMELINE

Journalism key events

Johannes Gutenberg develops ——————— 1440
movable type
1608 Cptain John Sith, leader of the
Jamestoun settement, pubishes
the newsleter Newes from Virgnia,
making him the first English
eporter n the colonies
Stephen Day s frst prnterin ——————— 1638
Bitain's American colonies
1690 Publick Occurrences, Both Foregn
K, America’s fist
newspaper is published in Boston
by priner Benjamin Hars but i
stopped by Briish ate fistssue
‘The Boston News-Letteris ———————— 1704
Ameria's frst successful
newspaper
1729 Ben Frankin publshes the

‘Pennsylvania Gazete, which offers

The timeline traces the development of journalism ot i
and scholastic journalism in America and provides P Amon s e,
Amer

rican View and Ben Frankiin's

the reader with valuable historical context. e e

Briish Plantations in America

1768-69 “ournalof Occurtences” by Sam
Adams and te Sons of Liberty,
chronicles the occupat
Boston by the Brish

Isaac Dol creats frst printing 1769

presses in America

1776 Common Sense, which challenged
Brtish authory, s reprined by
Thomas Paine.
First daly newspaper, the ———————— 1783

"Pennsyivania Evening Post,
is ntroduced
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Tips for writing successful human interest features

Select only the details necessary to develop the story's dominant emotion or theme. Don't overload your story.

Ty to present your story in an original, clever way to hold reader interest.

Consider writing to a particular reader, not just to anyone. This technique can help you develop a conversational
tone.

Avoid presenting your story in the form of a condensed summary, which will ot let your reader become engaged
with the material. A reader must become a witness to events if the story is to be successful. Do not say

someone was angry, for example. Let us see the person in an actual scene

Follow the lead with concrete, specific details and examples.

Try to include some dialogue if possible. The story becomes more personal because your readers will "hear” the

persons involved.

Keen observation and intellectual curiosity will guide you toward many human interest
stories. Keep an eye out for interesting little events, traditions, oddities and surprises as possible
stories. No doubt there are a variety of minor incidents and situations in many of your classes
that could be developed into good human interest stories that would amuse your papers readers.

Look for possible story ideas in:

© | anysituation or incident that makes someone smile or laugh
© | anysituation or incident that arouses someone’s sympathy
© | anysituation or incident that is unusual

The human interest feature is not usually written in the inverted pyramid order. Many human
use a narrative or order or some of these.

In the following human interest feature, the author gives the reader a glimpse of the physical
and mental struggles of dealing with a rare form of cancer. Look for the strong use of anecdotes
about a fantasy novel and a grilled cheese sandwich, which the writer uses to give real and
personal insights that are characteristic of a human interest piece.

She isn't attached to her hair. Never has been. She always considered herself kind of a tomboy,
and she had worn it pageboy short early in life. So when senior Rachel Hoffman began to lose
hers, she wasn't fazed.

“When it started coming out, I just thought it was so cool,” Rachel said. “I remember going out
to the nurse's station holding a lock of it and going, ‘Look what happened; this is so cool!™"

But Rachel shouldn't be here to talk about it today. At age 12, she was diagnosed with

‘myelodysplastic syndrome with monosomy 7, often referred to as pre-leukemia. Rachel's body
as unable to make normal blood cells.

“The cancer cells in bone marrow take over everything,” Dr. Jignesh Dalal, Director of Bone
Marrow Transplant at Children’s Mercy Hospital, said. “They don't allow normal blood cells to be
‘made in bone marrow, and you need your blood cells to survive.”

The prognosis wasn't good. Rachel didn't want to know what her chances of survival were, but.
her mother, Torie Clarke, wanted to hear it. She wanted to know what Rachel was up against.

Rachel had a 15 percent chance of making it past five years.

“She shouldn't be alive,” Clarke said. “There’s no reason - medically, clinically, logically - that
she should be alive.”

‘There might not be any explanation for her escape from death, but in life, Rachel Hoffman has
always searched for the good in a bad situation.

Newsflash boxes throw a spotlight on specific
aspects of scholastic journalism, allowing the reader

Newsflash

to explore them in greater depth.

Helpful tips

WALK THROUGH

Helpful Tips boxes include useful checklists of dos
and don’ts as well as a wealth of easy-to-apply
guidelines and advice aimed at assisting students in
making the transition from reading about scholastic
journalism to practicing it.

xvii

NEWSFLASH

Resources for copy editing

A good copy editor needs to have quick access to a wide
range of resources, including:

® A current journalism stylebook, such as those published
by the Associated Press or New York Times, as well
as the student publication's more specifc style sheet
Online subscriptions to major style guides can offer
search features and reflect updates to the style.
® Adictionary and thesaurus, even if both are built into
your wordprocessing program. An online subscription
to the Oxford English Dictionary (at oed.com) wil be
useful. The text review within a wordprocessing program
should be customized to reflect your publication’s style
shee, frequently used names and other words common
o high school events and topics.
A school directory that lists all students, faculty and
staff, 50 the reporter and editor can verify the spelling of
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names and, for faculty and staff, ttles. This information
may be available electronically in some schools through
the regisirar or data clerk.

Local business and residential telephone books

(or access to online versions) to verify the spelling of
names and to check addresses,

An almanac and biographical dictionary, useful for
verifying facts and the names and accomplishments of
well-known persons who may be cited in stories.

A grammar handbook with a quick reference section.
helpful for both reporters and editors. The copy editor
may want to prepare a st of the most common
grammatical erors (o post in the newsroom.
Backissues of the school newspaper and recent school
yearbooks and magazines, to veriy information in story
Updates and for ongoing coverage.

Check all figure

ind statist

ly to see that parts add up to the right total and

s, espe
that all percentage breakdowns add up to 100 percent.

® | Beespecially careful of dates and times. Check every date, month and day with the
calendar.

The copy editor should evaluate each story to make sure it provides the most important
relevant information. If not, he should research the missing factual information or return the
story to the reporter. The copy editor should not make a guess about any assertions of fact and
should double-check all such assertions before changing them.

The copy editor should make sure the writer has cited the proper source for each piece of
information. If a science teacher says three teachers are retiring, the copy editor should have the
‘writer double-check this news by interviewing the principal.

Journalists should typically a»om encyclopedias, weekly newsmagazines, books and

use then go

straight to prupl(‘ for interviews.
For depth in the story, the copy editor should suggest the reporter consider these as possible
sources:

Students
Student polls
Teachers
Parents

Alumni

District statistics
Local doctors/psychologists
Regional education administrations
Municipal/county statistics
Professional sources

Building or local administrators
Local college profc

s

Teens at other schools
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Clarifying the news story focus

Most high school publications hold regular meetings, where the
staff members’ story ideas for upcoming editions are discussed.
Such meetings often generate lists of story ideas, where possible
pieces are skeiched oLt and compiled for editors to cont
through at a later date. In preparing for such a meeting, it is
important to write out clearly focused story ideas, with specific
details. Make sure that your ideas are more than just topics, such
as "recycling” or “standardized testing.” Make sure there are
specifics in your story idea. preferably with a local angle. You
should always ask yourself the following basic questions to
decide f a story idea s feasible and sufficiently focused:

o s something new, changed or different?

Do we have solid and accurate sources for the news tip?

CHAPTER 3 NEWS WRITING 65

IN ACTION

Here are some examples of story ideas:
Paor: “School store. Heard it might be opening.
This is merely a topic without any development

Better: *The school store is reopening next Friday. The store
closed last year after losing a ot of money. The business
teacher said the principal approved the reopening. The story
should cover the entrepreneurial class plan to oversee cash
flow and inventory to improve sales.”

This story idea has a definite time peg  the reopening date. The
reporter also has a reliable source in the business teacher. As a
result the story is more than rumor.I's the start of a plan for what
to cover. A good specific st of sources might strengthen this

tory id
© Do we have verifiable facts from which to build the story? story dea.

the administration cancel the first basketball game? Where is the monthly dance we usually have
in the gym going to be held?

For amore political focus to the story, Selena might also ask: How much did the new flooring
cost? How much will repairing the damage cost? Where’s that money coming from? What part of
the budget is going to be cut to pay for the damage?

The development of the story beyond the lead should answer these questions. The reader
should learn something new with each successive paragraph. As shown in Figure 3.3, the
remaining i will b din ing order of Agood reporter will
weigh her collected information on the basis of audience impact and interest, and organize the
story accordingly.

While a straight news lead on the story above would, like a tweet, highlight the flood damage
tothe new gym floor and note this i on, the next develop
other issues, such as the possible cancelation of next week's basketball game. The discussion of
the dance would probably come next. Why? Because these last two topics impact the teen
audience directly and immediately.

The key to developing a news story is a writer's ability to think through all the relevant
questions that need to be answered and to seck out legitimate sources to use and quote,

‘The sources within a story should all be qualified, relevant sources as discussed in Chapters
1 and 2. Writers should ask themselves: “Who is going to make an impact on this story?”" or,
“Who will the story make an impact upon?” In the gym flooding story, the original information
comes from the assistant basketball coach. A more i S onthe
gym floor and its consequences for the game might be the head basketball coach. The head
custodian would be a relevant source for clean-up efforts. The principal might be able to
address long-term plans for the gym and activities held there. The superintendent or district
public relations representative might speak to the costs of the renovation and the repairs. To
confirm such information, the district insurance company’s representative could also be
contacted. Basketball players impacted by the flooding would be relevant sources, as would
Student Council officers who might have to change plans for the dance. Seniors looking
forward to their last gym dance and displaced physical education students could add further
perspectives.

News writers should avoid one-source stories. The saying is “there are two sides to every
story,” but the reality is there are many more, and reporters should try to draw on as many as
possible.

In action

In Action boxes take the reader through the
thought process of making key decisions and
explore worked examples.

Words of wisdom

In Words of Wisdom boxes industry professionals
and teachers share helpful secrets, tips and advice
that will both instruct and inspire readers.
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‘ WORDS of WISDOM

Whether you have five minutes to interview someone, or all the time in the world, it is important that

you establish a connection with the person you are interviewing before you start rolling a camera or

go on the record. if you go to the interviewee (which | prefer because you catch the subject in an

environment that is comfortable) look for things like photos, school logos or anything that your

interviewee has around them that is important to them. Ask the person about a few items and try to

find something in common. The more you make a connection with the interviewee before you go on

the record, the more open the person will be with you on the record.

Ellen McNamara, AnchoriReporter, KSTP Minneapolis-St. Paul

Take notes, even when recording an interview. Voice recorders may fail or batteries run out.
Taking notes can provide assurance to the subject that the reporter is engaging with the
information and has a backup if the recorder doesn't work. An efficient reporter will also make
use of the timer on the recorder or smartphone. She will make note of the times of good quotes,
s0 that they can be casily located later on, when she is transcribing parts of the interview, typing
them out word for word.

A good reporter will make sure to identify and write down the best direct quotes from the
interview. A direct quote, o the exact words a person says, will be useful to recreate a real sense
of the subject’ insights. Direct always be accurate and enclosed in
quotation marks. Each direct quote should include attribution, a phrase explaining who said it.
Other answers from the interview may be important for the story but not so important that the
information needs to be repeated word for word. In this case, reporters can paraphrase, or
provide an indirect quote, by summarizing the information in their own words, without quotation
marks, but still attributing it to the source. Journalists are often told to “paraphrase fact, quote
opinion” when discussing direct and indirect quotes

Examine the differences between the following two versions of a story about a student who lost
both parents within the same year. In this section of the story, the girl describes the weeks leading
up to her mom’s death. What does the direct quoty that the indirect quote does not?

Direct quote

“We didn't know how much time she had when she first got sick so she made a point to tell [us
daughters] we're not gonna fight about dumb things, we're not gonna go to bed angry, we're just
gonna love each other,” junior Maddie Cardell said. “I remember her telling me, ‘You're gonna be
happy, you're gonna be fun and we're gonna have a good relationship instead of fighting with
each other and just love each other.””

Indirect quote or paraphrase
Junior Maddie Cardell said she didn't know how much time her mother had tolive so they agreed
not to fight or go to bed angry.

A good reporter will begin identifying good quotes as the interview proceeds. Clichés, or over-
used phrases, can be left aside and vague language may be worth only a line or two on areporter’s
notepad. Good quotes must be recorded accurately, since they may form the heart of the story.
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In some cases, neutral reporting methods may offer more sensitive methods of topic coverage.
For instance, rather than using anonymous, first-person accounts of student drug use or sexual
activity, interviews with professionals may provide less controversial, though perhaps not as
interesting, coverage. Student journalists must make sure they cover topics responsibly and
appmpnauely for their audiences.

any topics that can be covered in depth are far less controversial and serious. Schools
rontmue to face the same difficulties as the in general and
may provide a good source of inspiration. However, reporters should focus on the concerns of
their specific readers as primary topics for in-depth coverage. Drawing on the beat system
already in place on most publications staffs (see Chapter 1 for more information on covering
beats), student journalists can keep an eye out for areas of concern. Assessing the local news
value of each story is as important for in-depth coverage as it is for straight news reporting.
Issues that affect urban schools may not affect suburban schools. Issues of concern to small
schools may not affect larger schools.

School governing hoards

The decisions made by the school board or the school's governing body affect every student at
your school. Is the district considering a change in graduation requirements, a change in the
length of the school day or year, requiring students to wear uniforms, allocating money for new
facilities, debating whether to hold a bond election or a tax levy for a special project? Al of these
topics would be of concern to student readers. Someone from the student newspaper staff
should attend all school board meetings, especially when policy changes are being discussed.
Debate over major policy shifts starts well in advance of the actual change. Reporters carefully
fnllnw ing these discussions will be on top of the issues before the decisions are made and can
iy be gathering relevant information.

Beyond the local school board, your state’s educational governing body will also make
decisions that affect your school. Many of these decisions are studied for months in advance.
Monitoring the d process will offer to share possible changes with
readers and report their initial reactions. National educational trends and federal policies may
also have an important impact on your school community.

When the school board began studying the importance of summer school in the context of
budget cuts in the Clayton High School district, the Globe newspaper reported the changes that
‘might be coming if the board adopted a plan. The story was reported in the winter, preparing
students for the possibilities while the board’s discussion was going on.

Athletics

Athletic programs in schools are rich areas l‘or indepthreparting How does thaatiletlc department
‘monitor use of illegal rowth ‘roids among athletes? Does the
school have an athlete who is being heavl.ly recruited by colleges or professional programs and is
getting a lot of attention? Is the school restricting of athletes who suffer

Who decides how much funding is provided for sports in the school, and is it equitable among
majorfninor sports and men'siwomen's sports? Do programs share equal facilitics for cqual

‘amounts of time? Is the school or th governing which
would change the scheduling of your teams and their opponents? Is there an honor code for
athletes? Reporters should frequently to coaches and athletic directors in the school.

At Francis Howell North High Sc! ool (FHN) in St. Charles, Missour, the North Star newspaper
and FHNtoday.com website reported in April 2012 on the district’s plans to build new baseball
and softball fields by fall of 2013, These fields were additions to its only facility, a turf stadium for
football. Knowing the plans were in the works allowed the reporting.

Curricular areas

Maintaining contact with the heads of curricular programs, school department heads and others
who make decisions about academics will enable student journalists to monitor changes in

w

WEBLINK Check out
www.investigatingpower.org
This site presents noteworthy.
coverage of topics from civi
rights to Watergate in video
interviews with some of

the reporters who covered

the stores. It also fealures
interviews with reporters on
topics of concer to investigative:
journalism.

w

WEBLINK Check out
www.nfhs.org

Students who cover sports can
obtain significant information on
high school sports govering
bodies throughout the United
States at this site. The site also
includes information on state high
school fie arts associations.

Quick exercise

Quick Exercise boxes appear throughout each
chapter and give students the chance to apply their
knowledge through short individual and group
projects.
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Weblinks

Weblinks direct the reader to online references and
resources for interactive and extended learning
possibilities.

X

X

CHAPTER 3 NEWS WRITING

Quick Exercise
For the folowing story, develop a source listwith ines of questions for each source.

Two sixih-grade girls were suspended for three days after violating the new district-wide hugging
ban. An assistant principal caught them hugging in the cafeteria. The girs had just found out they
had placed first and second in a county-wide essay contest. One of the girs has two sisters in
high school. You've heard from your friends that one of the sisters said her parents are seeking
legal help in the case.

Each paragraph in a news story:

© | should usually cover just one idea - news paragraphs are written for a busy reader who
might skim and needs to pick up as much information as efficiently as possible

© | should advance the story, giving the readers fresh information different from that of the
previous paragraph

© | should generally be one to three sentences, although exceptions are possible

© | should be relevant to the overall focus of the story.

In the body of the following Harbinger story on the rise in cyberbullying, Shawnee Mission East's
Andrew Goble gives an example of a Twitter site used to post anonymous comments. Within the
first two paragraphs he helps the reader understand the reasoning of the Twitter account’s
creators. He also, by giving the number of posts and followers, shows how public and potentially-
huniliating its posts can be.

Wilson started his account with a friend last fall. It posts “gossip” such as rumored party mishaps
and potential parties; as of press time, it had posted 40 times and had 303 followers. When they.
started last fall, their goal was to just make people laugh.

“We thought it would be funny if no one knew who was writing it, just ridiculous events were
reported on, in kind of a laughable manner,” said Wilson. “Yeah, [getting tweeted about would] be
embarrassing, but it's supposed to be like, “Yeah, my antics were reported on.”

News stories should provide objective development of the story. While the standard of
objectivity is generally taken to mean that a writer shouldn't put his own opinion in a piece, it also
means that writer should show both if not multiple sides to an issue. While some readers may
agree with Wilson that the comments are just jokes, the writer also explores the perspective of
those who object to the negative impact the tweets could have. Not everyone feels it is harmless.

“I just remember not wanting to go to school,” Sanders said. “It was like the first week of
freshman year, so I didn't know anyone and I called [friend’s name omitted to protect identity]
crying, ‘What am I going to do? You feel like everyone is staring at you .. you feel like the whole
school s talking about you.”

News sources need to be relevant to the focus. They should generally be identified by first and
last name with some explanation as to why they are relevant. In the previous example, the writer
decided to change the names of the sources and mark them with asterisks to protect their
identity. Anonymous sources should be the exception rather than the norm because concealing

# denotes name changed to protect identity.
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Test your
knowledge

List three types of
sources, in addition to
students and teachers,
that a copy editor could
suggest reporters draw
on for astory.

© | School organizations or clubs
© | Bookauthors

© | Advocacy organizations, such as Mothers Against Drunk Driving or the National Rifle
Association.

Clarity and conciseness

Once the copy has been corrected for reporting errors, the copy editor should ensure that
each sentence and paragraph is clear, direct and well-organized. If the copy editor thinks to
herself, “Huh? I don't get that” or “Wait, I need to reread that sentence,” the writing probably
isn't clear. If she finds herself thinking, “I really want to stop reading now,” then the writing
probably lacks concision. More than likely, the writer needs help reorganizing paragraphs or
recasting sentences.

Both experienced and novice copy editors can use the following list of tasks to guide
their work:

If any paragraphs need to be rearranged, do so.

If paragraphs are repetitive, combine them or delete one.

If paragraphs are too long, divide them.

If the copy has long lists of names, put them into a sidebar or replace them by

summarizing the contents.

Emphasize an important idea by placing it at the beginning of a sentence or paragraph.

© | Tighten the writing by eliminating unnecess
combining related expressions.

© | Simplify complicated sentences.

© | Energize sentences by changing passive voice verbs to active voice. Occasionally, the

passive voice may be desirable. In the following sentence an active-voice verb is better.

ary words, phrases and clauses and by

The Wampus Cats played a strong defensive game. (Not: A strong defensive game was played
by the Wampus Cats.)

In the next sentence a passive-voice verb is better because it features the subject.

Tom Lynch was reelected Student Council president. (Nof: The student body reelected Tom
Lynch Student Council president.)

. Eliminate trite expressions.

Strive for sentence variety.

| Improve diction by using specific and precise words: quibble is different ﬁ'om e or
debate; nice is general for affable, kind, pleasant or desirable; candid is wm for
frank, impartial, open, sincere, straightforward, truthful and unprejudicy ed bt with s
‘own special meaning; tree is general, while pine, oak and elm are specific.

© | Eliminate editorial commentary unless the story is a column, an editorial or a review.

Detail

While a copy editor may correct spelling, style and grammar mistakes along the way, the
possibility is always there that errors will be introduced in the copy editing process itself. A final
careful review of the story is essential. The credibility of the writer and the publication depend
on it. The reader who sees three spelling errors in one paragraph will doubt the accuracy of the
reporting in the rest of the story.

Key terms and glossary

Key terms are introduced in bold and clearly defined
both in the text and in a complete Glossary at the

end of the book.

Test your knowledge
Test Your Knowledge questions provide readers with
the opportunity to check their comprehension of the
material they've just encountered.

GLOSSARY

Academics section the part of the yearbook covering
classroom and learning activities both at school and outside
of school

Actual malice legal term of art which means libel was published
either with known falsity or reckless disregard for the truth

Advance story announcement-type story for coming event

Advertising director the staff member chosen to lead the
advertising programy; person who collects and organizes
advertising information for salespeople to arm and train
salespeople

Advertising policy a written policy that detail the publications

i ad sales and use in the
Advocacy editorial editorial that interprets, explains or
persuades

Agate type the smallest point size in type a publication uscs;
traditionally used for sports scores and classified ads

Air white space (*fresh air”) around type and illustrations

Align instruction to bring type into straight line

Alignment bringing lines of type or design elements into common
starting and/or ending points

Alley see internal margin.

Alternative copy space use of a different form of content, often
visual or presented in a different form from a traditional
prose stor

Ampersand symbol for and (&)

Anchorperson principal person in charge of newscast

Anecdote interesting short stories that help bring an experience
tolife

Angle point of view from which something is written

Anonymous source source whose name is changed or omitted
i astory to protect the source from harm or because the
story's subject is sensitive or controversial

Aperture the size of the opening on a camera lens

Apology type of correction published in cases of extreme or

utrageous behavior or mistakes
An lllusuauon(s) to accompany stories or ads
ead specially designed headline that may break away

ﬁom consistent typefaces or styles used in the rest of the
publication

Ascender stem or loop that extends above x-height of letters;
includes the letters b, d, f, b, k, L and ¢

Assignment book (sheet) record of reporters’ assignments kept
by editor

Associated Press cooperative wire news service owned by its
member newspapers and radio and television stations. See
wire servic

Attribution a statement fixing the source of information in
astory

Audience the people who read, view or consume the news

Auto leading computer setting that adds a percentage of the
point size of the active typeface to the space between lines

Scholastic Journalism, Twelfth Edition. C. Dow Tate and Sherri A. Taylor.
©2014 John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Published 2014 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Backgrounding the process of reading and doing research in
preparation for asking questions and interviewing sources for
astory

Balance in writing, refers to facts in stories being given proper
emphasis, putting each fact into its proper relationship to
every other fact and establishing its relative importance to the
main idea or focus of the story; in design, refers to the weight
of the page appearing even

Banner (streamer) one-line head that extends across top

of page

Bar thick rule used for decoration or to reverse aline
of text

Baseline the imaginary line upon which all type letters sit

Beat (run) 2 fled area for regular
scoop or story obtained before other media can print or
airit

Beat system a plan to cover routinely all potential news sources
in a specific area

Big on the bedy typefaces with large x-height proportions to
capital letter

Biweekly publi cationthat appears once every two weeks, as
distinguished from semiweekly (twice a week)

Black letter type commonly known as Old English typefaces,
these types are of Germanic origin and are used primarily in
newspaper nameplates or fl

Bleed illustrations and type extended beyond regular page
‘margins to outside page ed

Blog online commentary, usually dealing with a specific area of
knowledge and appearing on a regular basis

Blur in a photograph, indicates movement by the photographer
during the exposure

Body copy the text that verbally tells the story on the page

Body type type used for main text, as distinguished from
headlines; generally between 9 and 12 picas in height

Boldface (bf) heavier, blacker version of type style

Book in magazine terminology may mean magazine (as in “back
of the book”)

Border line or frame that surrounds element in design

Bounce flash diffused flash softened by aiming the direction of
the flash at a low, light ceiling or wall and allowing the flash to
shower the subject with light

Breaking news coverage of an event as it is actually happening

Broadsheet fullsize newspaper, often measuring 1421 inches

Budget list of content for newshole (non-advertising space) of
newspaper

Bullet visual or typographic device, usually at beginning of
paragraphs or before iters in list.

Burning in in a traditional darkroom or through computer
imaging software, adding tone to an area of a print that would

rint without detail

Byline author's credit printed with the story




148 CHAPTER 6 SPORTSWRITING

FIGURE 6.5 “Swim and dive
win divisional relay carmival.”
by Sarah Harper. Siver Chips
Oniine, Montgomery Blair High
School, Siver Spring, Md., Jan.
9,2011. Reprinted with
permission of Siler Chips
Onie

SILVER CHIPS ONLIN

0 Putemmthon ot b

News websites give high
school wiiters the opportuniy e
for timely game stories posted Swim and Dive win divisional relay carnival
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But the game story is not a play-by-play recap. Instead, the game story provides insight into
the main storylines behind a particular win or loss.

A good sports reporter writing a game story will look for key statistics, trends or moments to
weave into the story. A particularly striking or representative statistic can provide the lead for a
game story. A senior’s three-run homer that changed the momentum and started a 10-run inning
may be worthy of the story’s primary focus.

Reporters covering high school games generally have to calculate their own game
statistics. Coaches may provide statistics but not quickly enough for deadline purposes. A game
story writer needs to understand the sport well enough to record and calculate statistics. For
example, a football reporter should know that if a quarterback is sacked for a 10-yard loss, the
yards are deducted from rushing yards even though he was trying to pass.

The game story is typically written in inverted pyramid structure. The lead can draw on the
variety of leads discussed in Chapter 3 and does not have to be a summary lead, a lead that much

Exercises

End-of-chapter exercises provide students with
assignments and projects that can be done in class
or at home, and which offer an opportunity to apply
their knowledge in practical and creative ways.

Figures
Vibrant images showcase excellent examples of
creative student writing, photojournalism and design
in school websites, newsmagazines, newspapers
and yearbooks.
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EXERCISES

Develop sources and lines of questioning for
these story topics:

(a) Astudent’s parent has been injured or killed in
amilitary conflict.
(b) A student magician wins a regional talent show.

(c) The school district board votes to begin using a
breathalyzer at all school dances.

(d) A star athlete is being recruited by 10 different
Division I schools in both football and
basketball

Choose 15 minutes of an activity to observe (for
example: a choir practice, a science class
experiment or skateboarders who try out tricks at
the local skatepark).

(a) For the first 10 minutes, write down as many
specifics as you can observe, noting details
about both the environment and the people.

(b) For the next two minutes, write down a series
of single words or phrases that describe
your observational focus. Circle the most
appropriate focus word or phrase. For the last
three minutes, note any additional observations
that it that focus.

Choose a partner in the class to interview, one on
one, about any of the following subjects. Make
sure to ask follow-up questions to get details and
anecdotes.

(a) Atime in your life when you had to deal with
an emotionally difficult situation.

(b) A time in your life when you were involved in a
victorious team effort.

(c) The best time you had with your family.

(d) Atime when you really learned from a failure.

Information scavenger hunt. Identify the following
information by interviewing sources within your
school community, making sure to have a valid
source with first and last name and relevant title
for each, or by doing Internet research and

CHAPTER 2 INTERVIEWING AND REPORTING

making a note of the simplest forms of the website
addresses.

(a) teacher with most experience

(b) schools first principal

(¢) school tax bill for a $100,000 home in your
district

(d) next SAT testing date and deadline

(€) school's total student population reported to
the state last year

() nation's second wealthiest person under 40

(¢) three items on the agenda of the next school
district board meeting

(h) Tast sports team at your school to win a state
title

names of four U.S. Supreme Court justices

number of students on free and reduced lunch
program within school.

ce

Pick a story from a daily news website or
newspaper. Choose the three best quotes from the
story. Pair up with another student and decide
which of your combined six quotes is the
strongest. Explain why.

Write out four follow-up questions for the
following quotes:

(@) Forastory about a girl who made her prom
dress from candy wrappers: ‘I had a great time
collecting all the wrappers.”

(b) Forastory about a 14-year-old boy rescued
atop a 250-foot waterfall: “I don't know why
I climbed out there. I just thought itd be cool.”

(¢) Forastory on senior football players who have
lost 20 straight games: “I still enjoy the game.
Tthink we're still committed to each other and
to winning.”

(d) Forastory on the student musical “The Lion
King’: “We really worked hard on creating the.
animal masks. Those were the biggest challenge.”
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TIMELINE

Journalism key events

Johannes Gutenberg develops ———— 1440
movable type
1608 Captain John Smith, leader of the

Jamestown settlement, publishes
the newsletter Newes from Virginia,
making him the first English
reporter in the colonies

Stephen Day is first printerin ——— 1638

Britain’s American colonies

1690 Publick Occurrences, Both Foreign
and Domestick, America’s first
newspaper, is published in Boston
by printer Benjamin Harris but is
stopped by British after first issue

The Boston News-Letteris ——— 1704
America’s first successful
newspaper
1729 Ben Franklin publishes the
Pennsylvania Gazette, which offers
political news for readers
First American magazines appear, ———— 1741

such as Andrew Bradford’s
American View and Ben Franklin’s
The General Magazine, and
Historical Chronicle for all the
British Plantations in America

1768-69 “Journal of Occurrences” by Sam
Adams and the Sons of Liberty,
chronicles the occupation of
Boston by the British

Isaac Doolittle creates first prining —— 1769
presses in America

1776 Common Sense, which challenged
British authority, is reprinted by
Thomas Paine

First daily newspaper, the ——— 1783
Pennsylvania Evening Post,
is introduced



TIMELINE: JOURNALISM  xxiii

The Federalist Papers, a series of ——— 1788
articles and essays supporting the
ratification of the constitution, are

published
1791 First Amendment to Constitution is
approved, protecting journalists
against censorship
Reporters first allowed in House —— 1795
of Representatives and Senate
1806 Noah Webster publishes
Compendious Dictionary of the
English Language
Niles’ Weekly Register is the first ———— 1811
newsmagazine
1827 Freedom’s Journal is the first
African-American newspaper
published in United States
Cherokee Phoenix is the first —————— 1828

Native American newspaper in
United States

1833 New York Sun is the first penny
paper
James Gordon Bennett, known as —— 1835
the founder of modern-day
journalism, publishes the New York
Herald — topical sections are
introduced
1838 Founder of the New York Herald,
James Gordon Bennett, arranges
first foreign correspondent staff
New York Tribune, published by ——— 1841

Horace Greeley, becomes the first
newspaper with a national
circulation (later was first
newspaper to use linotype machine
in 1886) by George Jones and
Henry Raymond



XXiv  TIMELINE: JOURNALISM

Groups of newspapers come ——— 1849
together to create news-gathering

service to supply foreign news by

ship and telegraph (what would

become AP, Associated Press)

1851
Associated Press receives first ————————— 1858
cable transmission of European
news through transatlantic cable
1870-1900
The Daily Graphic publishes —————— 1880
first halftone (not engraved)
reproduction of news photograph
1890s
The Linotype typesetting machine, ——— 1890
which can produce an entire line of
metal type and therefore increases
the speed of typesetting and
composition, revolutionizes
newspaper publishing
1893
1898

The New York Times is founded,
best known for its high-quality
writing

Number of daily newspapers
quadruples while the US population
doubles; introduction of telephone
and typewriters change the
newsroom; cables linking United
States to the UK and Asia increase
speed of news; photographs start
appearing in newspapers

Circulation battles between Joseph
Pulitzer’s New York World and
William Randolph Hearst’s

New York Journal lead critics to
coin the expression “yellow
journalism” and accuse both of
sensationalizing, exaggerating,
even faking news in order to drive
up circulation

Color is introduced for comics and
other sections in Sunday editions

Spanish—-American War is the
first conflict in which military
involvement is embellished by the
media specifically for the purpose
of selling more newspapers than
the competition



President Theodore
Roosevelt coins the phrase
“muckraker” to describe
investigative journalists who fueled
the progressive era crusades

Political cartoons become popular

United Press Association and
international news service compete
with Associated Press

Jazz Journalism tabloids are
popular, covering topics such as
Hollywood, money and violence
and featuring more photography
than writing. Two examples are
Joseph Patterson’s New York Daily
News and William Hearst's

New York Daily Mirror

Time magazine, the first weekly
newsmagazine, is published by
Henry Luce

National Broadcasting Company,
formed by RC, has first broadcast

Gossip columns first appear in
papers; the use of a new printing
method, offset lithography,
replaces letterpress printing making
production faster and cheaper;

the emergence of photography
technology makes photography

a dominant force in yearbooks,
replacing art and illustrations; the
era of photojournalism begins

— 1900s

1900

1905

1907-9

1910

— 1920s

1920

1923

1925

1926

1927-30

1930s

TIMELINE: JOURNALISM

The Nation, a newsmagazine
founded in 1865, becomes a
current affairs magazine with
a liberal slant

The Chicago Defender, founded by
Robert S. Abbott, is one of largest
African-American newspapers

The first newsreels, shown in
theatres before the main feature,
begin to appear

Station 8MK broadcasts first radio
news program in Detroit, Michigan
and radios now used in the home.
Radio competes with newspapers
and magazines

The 35mm Leica camera is
developed (contributing to
photojournalism) and documentary
photography becomes popular way
to disseminate the news

First flash bulbs used (ultimately
contributing to photojournalism)
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Fortune magazine, which focuses —— 1930
on business and economy, is
started by Henry Luce

1936

American broadcast journalist ——— 1938
Edward R. Murrow starts to

broadcast reports of war in Europe;

WWII would become first war

to be broadcasted daily to U.S.

audience

1940

On Feb. 23, President — 1942
Franklin D. Roosevelt used a radio

broadcast to give details on the

progress of the war — his 20th

“Fireside Chat”

1950

Sept. 26, the first televised — 1960
presidential debate takes

place between John F. Kennedy

and Richard M. Nixon,

reaching 70 million American

viewers

1970s

Computers change newspaper —— 1970s-1980s
production (newspapers are going

from mechanical to computer

production systems), which

evolves new media

Hunter S. Thompson writes first ———— 1970
article categorized as Gonzo

journalism — a form written without

objectivity, favoring style over the

facts, often as first-person

narrative, making heavy use of

sarcasm and humor

Life magazine is launched by Henry
Luce. The magazine really begins
the genre of photojournalism

May 19, Prime Minister Winston
Churchill delivers his “Be Ye

Men of Valour” wartime speech
over British Broadcasting Company
radio

Most people watch television for
news (taking over from the radio
and newspapers, especially in
terms of advertising)

Niche magazines become popular;
yearbooks try experiments with
everything from multiple volumes
in a slip cover to the use of spot
color; copy is more seriously
written

An Associated Press bureau in
Columbia, South Carolina sends
news copy to Atlanta, Georgia —
the first reported use of a computer
terminal, and transmitting a story
to a news room
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The New York Times begins running ——— 1971 Watergate Scandal: Washington
a series of articles on June 13, 1971 Post reporters Bob Woodward and
with classified information on United Carl Bernstein cover a burglary
States political-military involvement at the offices of the Democratic
in Vietnam. The ruling in the National Committee in the
Pentagon Papers case (New York Watergate Hotel, which is later
Times Co. v. United States) made it linked to the discovery of dirty
possible for both The New York tricks campaign led by President
Times and The Washington Post Nixon’s advisors. Ultimately,
to publish the classified Pentagon Nixon resigns as a result
Papers without censure from
government, owing to the free press
guidelines in the Constitution
1974 The term “Internet” is first used to
describe a single global TCP/IP
network
ESPN is launched, forecver —— 1979
changing sports journalism
1980 Ted Turner begins the Cable News
Network (CNN)
Newspapers and magazines are ——— 1990s
now on the Internet; CDs are added
to printed yearbook volumes to
capture on video the sights and
sounds of the year
1996 Fox News Channel for Cable TV,
started by Robert Murdoch
Blogs are introduced 1997
1999 The Kyocera VP-210 “Visual Phone”
is the first commercial camera and
video phone, released in Japan
and made for person-to-person
video calling
Podcasting begins 2004 Digg.com allows users to decide
the importance of news stories
YouTube, a video-sharing website, ———— 2005 The Huffington Post, founded by
is created Arianna Huffington, Kenneth Lerer
and Jonah Peretti, is an American
news website based on user
generated content also known as a
content aggregating blog
Twitter is launched 2006
http://www.wnylrc.org/documentView.asp?docid=138 http://www.animatedatlas.com/timeline.html
http://ehub.journalism.ku.edu/history/1900/1900.html http://www.jdip.org/JAIP/pg003.html
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formation-tracker/28803/new-media-timeline-1969-2010/ http://www.class.uidaho.edu/jamm445hart/Timeline.htm
http://www.uncp.eduwhome/acurtis/Courses/ResourcesFor http:/library.thinkquest.org/27629/themes/media/mdtimeline.
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Maijor historical events

Declaration of Independence is — 1776
adopted and signed by Congress

1783 The Paris Peace Treaty ends
Revolutionary War
The Constitution is ratified —— 1787, 1788
1793 Eli Whitney patents the cotton gin
Alien and Sedition Acts —FF 1798
(four separate bills) are passed by
the Federalists, in order to prevent
any enemy aliens and to protect
from any seditious attacks against
the government. More specifically,
the Sedition Act makes publishing
false writings against government
officials a crime
1837 Samuel F.B. Morse invents the

telegraph, transforming the way
people communicate

Railroads and steamships increase ——— 1840s
distribution of newspapers;
telegraph used as well

1844 America’s first telegraph line is
used to send a message from
Washington D.C. to Baltimore

Photoengraving —— 1860s/1870s
developed, which allowed photos
in newspapers

1861-65 American Civil War: disseminating
news becomes essential

Photographers receive passes to
cover war, reporters now in the
field and headlines of war action.
Matthew Brady, a pioneering
photographer, documented the
war with photography and is
known to have taken 3,500
pictures of the war

Reporters could use the telegraph —— 1861
to send stories from the battlefields

Emancipation Proclamationis —— 1863 On Nov. 19, President Abraham
issued Jan. 1 Lincoln gives the Gettysburg
Address



The first commercially successful
typewriter is invented by C. Latham
Sholes, Carols Glidden and Samuel
W. Soule in Wisconsin

Communication goes international
when Guglielmo Marconi sends the
first radio transmission across the
Atlantic Ocean

Thomas Edison invents electric
light

World War I:

Created need for more print war
correspondents. Richard Harding
Davis was first American war
correspondent to cover the
Spanish-American War, the
Second Boer War and World War I.
Floyd Gibbons was a war
correspondent for the Chicago
Tribune during World War |

Propaganda used to influence
American opinion about the war

World War | is ended with signing
of the Treaty of Versailles

1867

1876

1901

1903

1908

1912

1914-18

1917-18

1919

1920-33

TIMELINE: HISTORY

First telephone call is made
between Alexander Graham Bell
and his assistant, Thomas A.
Watson

On Dec. 17, the Wright Brothers fly
the first successful airplane

Passenger liner Titanic sinks,
leading to The Radio Act of 1912,
mandating all radio stations in the
United States to be licensed by the
federal government

Government censors newspapers

Prohibition

XXix
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The stock market crashes on
Oct. 24, 1929, initiating the Great
Depression

The crash of the German
passenger airship, Hindenberg, is
first major catastrophe covered by
on-the-spot broadcast reporting

On Dec. 7, the Japanese
attacked Pearl Harbor

The following day, Roosevelt
declares war on Japan on the radio
to inform the American population

1929

1932

1937

1939-45

1941

1944

The Cold War begins

Communication system created
that will become Internet when the
USSR'’s launch of Sputnik makes
the United States create the
Advanced Research Projects

Agency to surpass the USSR in
technological advances; Jostens,

a school product company, creates
the American Yearbook Company
division to produce yearbooks

On Aug. 28, Martin Luther King,
Jr. delivers his “I Have a Dream”
speech during the Civil Rights
Movement

Neil Armstrong is first person to
set foot on moon

This is the most watched event in
history at that time

1945

1948

1950s

1963

1964

1969

Franklin D. becomes President

World War Il

Life magazine is significant in
reporting on news of World War Il

D-Day, The Normandy Invasion

Regular commercial network
television programming begins in
United States

Assassination of President John
F. Kennedy

The Civil Rights Act



Americans Stephen P Jobs and
Stephen G. Wozniak founded the
Apple Computer Co

Tim Berners-Lee implements the
first successful communication
between a Hypertext Transfer
Protocol (HTTP) client and server
via the Internet — the World Wide
Web is born

The first World Wide Web browser
is released and is called Mosaic

0.J. Simpson is acquitted of two
charges of first degree murder,
ending a widely publicized
nine-month trial

The US prepares for the predicted
consequences of the Y2K bug in
computers

Facebook, social networking
platform, is launched

Barack Obama becomes the first
African-American President of the
United States

1977

1988

1989

1990-91

1993

1994

1995

1998

1999

2001

2004

2005

2009

2010

TIMELINE: HISTORY

Internet is available for
commercial use

Iraq invades Kuwait, and Gulf War
ensues

World Wide Web is public

Google is started

9/11 Terrorist Attacks, four
coordinated attacks on the United
States by al-Qaeda

Hurricane Katrina becomes the
most costly natural disaster in
United States history

The Deepwater Horizon oil rig in
the Gulf of Mexico explodes — the
worst oil spill in American history

XKKi
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Scholastic journalism events

First handwritten school publication, ——— 1777
The Student Gazette, is produced

by the students of Friends Latin

School (now William Penn Charter

School), Philadelphia, Pa

1806 Yale University becomes the first
college to publish a yearbook

The Evergreen at Waterville ——— 1845
Academy in New York publishes

what is credited as the first high

school yearbook

1846 Hopkins Grammar School in New
Haven, Connecticut publishes a
yearbook
Section organization and the use of ——— 1926
division pages begin to emerge in
yearbooks including athletics,
organizations, features, humor and
ads; other schools choose to
organize by season
1939 Taylor Publishing Company (now

Balfour), creates a company that
could deal with all aspects of
yearbook publishing in one facility
in Dallas, Texas

Yearbook production classes ———— 1940s
began to be integrated into English
or journalism classes

1960s Yearbooks reflect the revolution
sweeping the nation; summer
supplements added to printed
books often delivered in the
summer; design heavily influenced
by Life and Look magazines,
two dominant publications of
the time

New York Times v. Sullivan case — 1964
initiates an actual malice standard

which must be met before reports

about public officials can be

considered libel or defamation;

ultimately supports freedom of

the press



In Tinker v. Des Moines ———————— 1969
Independent School District, the

Supreme Court holds that a school

district violated three students’ First

Amendment rights after they were

suspended for wearing black

armbands to school in protest of

the Vietnam War

1973

The Student Press Law Center, an —— 1974
advocacy group for student press

rights and against censorship,

is founded

California Student Free Expression ——— 1977
Law is passed

Supreme Court ruled in Smithv,. ———— 1979
Daily Mail that reporters who

lawfully obtained and truthfully

reported the identification of a

teenage murder suspect would

be legally permitted to publish

the juvenile’s name

1980s

The Ollman v. Evans court case —— 1984
establishes a four-point test for

determining whether a statement

is an assertion of fact or the

speaker’s opinion; ultimately

protects opinion and editorial content

0On Oct. 4, the first National — 1987
Yearbook Week is officially created

by a joint resolution of both houses

of Congress

TIMELINE: SCHOLASTIC JOURNALISM

In Miller v. California, the Supreme
Court establishes a three-part
test that, when passed, deems
graphically sexual content obscene

Washington State enacts
Washington Administrative Code:
Student Rights; grants students
freedom of speech and the press
as well as the right to assemble
peaceably

The computer age revolutionizes
the yearbook through desktop
publishing on Apple computers
using PageMaker software;
summer yearbook workshops
draw thousands of students to
get a head start on the school
year by studying trends

In Bethel School District No. 403 v.
Fraser, the Supreme Court rules it
is well within the authority of

a school to determine the
appropriateness of speech within
classes and school assemblies

XXXiii
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The Supreme Court, in the
landmark case Hazelwood School
District v. Kuhimeier, rules that a
school district may censor a
student newspaper for a variety of
reasons; ultimately becomes the
standard for future cases

In Romano v. Harrington, the court
ruled that extracurricular student
journalism does not fall under a
school district’s authority

Colorado Student Free Expression
Law is passed

Planned Parenthood of Southern
Nevada v. Clark County School
District ruling defends a school
district’s authority to exercise
control over advertising in school
publications

In Desilets v. Clearview Regional
Board of Education, the New
Jersey Supreme Court holds that
censoring a student’s reviews

of two R-rated movies violated
the student’s First Amendment
rights

Yearbooks become full-color
volumes produced digitally

and submitted to publishing
companies electronically;

senior ads replace community ads;
DVDs replace CDs

In Dean v. Utica Community
Schools, the Supreme Court
applies the principles established
in Hazelwood to rule against
censorship of student journalism
when motivated solely by a
“difference of opinion with its
content”

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

1994

1995

2000s

2003

2004

Massachusetts Student Free
Expression Law is passed

lowa Student Free Expression Law
is passed

Masson v. New Yorker Magazine
case reaffirms the legal
significance of quotation marks;
allows journalists to alter

words inside quotation marks

to fix grammar, syntax or
spelling

Kansas Student Publications Law is
passed

Arkansas Publications Act is
passed

Ruling in Draudt v. Wooster City
School District case greatly
expands the legitimate pedagogical
standard



In Morse v. Frederick, commonly
known as the “Bong hits for Jesus”
case, the Supreme Court rules that
the “special characteristics” of the
school environment combined with
the government’s interest in
preventing illegal drug use justifies
sanctions against what can be
reasonably understood as
promotion of illegal activity

Oregon Student Free Expression
Law (Public Secondary Schools)
is passed

SOURCES

John Cutsinger, Mark Herron, Mary Saracino (eds), History Worth
Repeating: A Chronology of School Yearbooks (Jostens, 1996).
Mary Arnold and Beth Duffy, “Is the High School Yearbook
Tomorrow’s Dinosaur? A National, Historical Overview
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2007 Illinois passes College Campus
Press Act

2007

2011 R.0. v. Ithaca City School District

case upholds school district’s
authority to censor school-
sponsored speech as established
in Hazelwood case

and an Iowa Survey,” Paper presented at the 74th Annual
Meeting of the Association for Education in Journalism
and Mass Communication (Boston, Mass., Aug. 7-11,
1991).












UNDERSTANDING NEWS

News is what affects the greatest number of people with the greatest intensity. Telling
my community the news lets me tell people what’s likely to affect therm and how much it will
affect them. If people don’t know something is happening and don’t know how it will affect
them, they can'’t do anything to change or stop what affects them. If people know something is
likely to happen to them, then they have a choice of what do about it. The news and journalists
give people choice about how to shape their lives, their neighborhood, their community, their
world. The news allows people to change the bad and promote the good.

Charlotte Grimes, Knight Chair in Political Reporting, S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications, Syracuse University

lEAHN | Nﬁ OBJE[:"VES After completing this chapter you will be able to:

@ | determine the core values that create interest in ® | understand how using a beat system will help
news you cover your school in an organized way

® | understand the role of audience in making news ® | understand how to find the sources that will
decisions provide the best information for your stories

® | make informed decisions about covering and ® | provide coverage of your school’s diverse
publishing news, in both print and online editions populations.

Scholastic Journalism, Twelfth Edition. C. Dow Tate and Sherri A. Taylor.
© 2014 John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Published 2014 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
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CHAPTER 1 UNDERSTANDING NEWS

Test your
knowledge

Can you think of a
topic of conversation
you've had with friends
recently or heard
classmates discussing
that could result in a
story on your website
or in the newspaper?

Quick Exercise

From a recent copy of
a local newspaper,
find an example of a
hyperlocal story
focusing on a specific
community. Would this
story be covered in
any other newspaper?
Why is the news
important to this
publication’s readers?

OURE WALKING DOWN THE HALL in your high school and you overhear a conversation

among several members of the student debate team. It turns out that the principal has canceled
an upcoming debate trip because of district budget cuts. The students are dismayed and
disappointed. They have spent months practicing and strategizing for this yearly trip to the state
debate tournament. They don’t understand how this last-minute cancelation could have happened
and they didn’t see it coming.

As this example makes clear, news is all around you. Sometimes you hear it in idle classroom
conversations, sometimes in the cafeteria or the hallways. Or you might read about a pressing
issue being discussed on a social networking site such as Facebook or Twitter. Sometimes you
may not realize that a casual conversation could be the beginning of a story with farreaching
implications. If your friends are talking about it, it may be news.

For instance, if your friends are complaining about not having access to parking in the school
lot despite paying a parking fee, or about having to pay a new fee to participate in clubs and sports
or about not having enough time to eat after lunch periods are cut by five minutes — in each case,
you're hearing potential news. All of these topics appeared as news stories in high school
newspapers. As a reporter, you're empowered to report and write these stories. You'll provide the
context and perspective for these news items, providing the answers to basic questions that your
friends can’t access. You can interview the people who made the decisions and provide factual
information to sort out the gossip and rumor that surround any controversial issue.

The school newspaper and its website can give you a chance to impart important information
to the school community, and to help find constructive solutions to difficult problems. High
school journalists are trained to gather information, interview the relevant sources and to
provide credible, timely stories about the news that matters most to their school communities.

Though high school newspapers usually publish less frequently than municipal or national
papers, most still have an opportunity to publish timely news. This means that the newspaper
staff must be alert to time-sensitive information and be ready to provide context or other
supplemental features if an event occurs a week or two before the paper goes to press. Depending
on when an event occurs, time-sensitive news may be covered on the newspaper’s website and
updated in the print edition. Such stories may have long-lasting implications that can generate
months of coverage and analysis in both print and online editions.

Many professional newspapers focus on hyperlocal news, events and information that are
most important to their immediate and local audience, rather than trying to keep up with the
pace of the 24-hour news cycle. Most school newspapers publish even less frequently than daily
papers, often weekly, every other week or once a month. Ensuring that the print edition of your
high school paper is relevant and timely can be a difficult task. But a well-maintained website can
provide you with opportunities to keep the news fresh, with updated coverage continuing
between print editions.

‘ WORDS of WISDOM

Never, ever be afraid to ask questions. In time, you'll figure out the best way to go about it.
Should you grill that official accused of corruption under the glaring lights of a press conference?
Would it be best to pull aside an aide behind the scenes to get a response no-one else

may get? Or do both? Intimidating situations can turn into exhilarating learning situations when
you get that answer or funny look you may not have expected to get.

Genaro C. Armas, Correspondent, The Associated Press
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change in grading system implemented

By Aaron Calderon
NEWS EDITOR

“A one? How could you get a one?”

Instead of being reprimanded for Fs,
that’s what some students may be hearing
now.

In place of the traditional A, B, C grading
system, Westside Middle School (WMS)
has switched to a 1, 2, 3 system.

Standards-Based Reporting (SBR) was
implemented in the elementary schools last
year and in the middle school this year.

There is a simple explanation for this
change, according to WMS Principal Steve

Schrad.

“The elementary schools changed last
year because all students are required to
meet state and district standards,” Schrad
said. “Research says if we use standards,
which every school does, then we should
grade by standards.”

That’s exactly what SBR does. Students
are given ones for “not yet progressing to
the standard,” twos for “progressing to the
standard” and threes for “meets the stan-
dard.”

Teachers set concepts, or indicators, for
their students to master. These indicators
are how teachers gauge the learning of their

students.

Just as with the previous A, B, C sys-
tem, there are “cut scores” which determine
what grade a student receives.

“In ways it’s not a lot different [from the
A, B, C system],” Schrad said. “We’re doing
the same curriculum, actually using more
rigor.”

But teachers have a problem with the cut
scores: they undermine the system of Stan-
dards-Based Reporting. SBR, in its purest
form, does not use percentage scores.

“We're doing both the old and new sys-
tems, not one or the other,” middle school
instructor Dexter Johnson* said. “It doesn’t

work.”

Even with a new grading system, the
curriculum is the same, and the same con-
cepts are taught.

“Nothing has changed in terms of teach-
ing,” Schrad said.

Nothing except time. Teachers had to
revise their standards to make them more
attainable at the middle school level.

“[The standards] forced teachers to go
in and rewrite the indicators because they
weren't specific enough,” Schrad said.

In addition to creating new indicators,
teachers must grade for each of these new

what do the nu

not yet progressing
foward the standard
The student shows little understanding
of grade level skills and concepts and

needs frequent assistance and/or sup-
port.

mbers mean?

progressing toward
the standard

The student is developing an
understanding of grade level skills and
concepts and may need assistance and/
or support.

see WMS page 3

meets the standard
The student demonstrates mastery
of grade level skills and concepts.

High school officials visit to observe modular scheduling

By Maddie Goodman
MANAGING EDITOR

The same clz

every day, the same seven-period struc-
ture. Every moment scheduled.

Westside students are different. With modular schedul-
ing, students are allowed more time to do what they please.

“I have to choose whether to do homework or go to the
café to hangout with friends,” freshman Hannah Bohacek
said.

According to the district website, Westside switched to a
modular schedule in the fall of 1967.

Administrators implemented modular scheduling after
realizing the traditional six-period day did not give students
opportunities to make their own decisions about how to
spend their time at school.

“That’s always been the number one overriding thing for
graduates, that they've always felt, as freshmen in college,
that they were much more able to handle their freedom,”
scheduler Mark Stegman said.

Other schools are curious about modular scheduling.

“There’s at least a few schools every year that visit us for
modular scheduling,” Assistant Principal Tony Weers said.

Representatives from these schools come from all over the
country. This year, Westside has hosted schools from South
Carolina, South Dakota and Nebraska.

“There were 300 plus kids in an auditorium there at West-
side and seeing one teacher deliver a lecture to them, it simu-
lated to me a college experience,” said Luke Clamp, princi-
pal of River Bluff High in South Carolina. “How enlightening
that was to see a school provide that experience for students
with the purpose for them to have college experiences on a
high school campus.”

River Bluff chose to explore modular scheduling with the
hope of making its future student body more independent.

Clamps seeks to spread modular scheduling to the other
high schools in the district.

“This school has the opportunity to redesign a path and
a culture of not just one high school, but also duplicate this
in the other four high schools in our district as a potential

instrument,” Clamp said.

Even schools around the Omaha metro area are interest-
ed in Westside’s unique system.

“We're looking into different options,” Marian math in-
structor Rochelle Rohlfs said. "It’s not that we feel there is
anything wrong with our scheduling now as it is, but we also
don’t want to rule out anything because of not going out and
looking at what others are doing.”

Westside provides variety for students by offering differ-
ent types of classes.

“Kids can take a wider variety of classes,” Weers said.
“Kids have the opportunity to take more classes over a high
school career.”

Having more class options means the demand for classes
could be uneven from semester to semester. Westside tries to
fill the needs of the students.

“The way we schedule it goes entirely off student request,”
Stegman said. “Not every teacher’s schedule looks the same
from semester to semester, even if they're teaching the same

see MODS page 2

FIGURE 1.1 Lance, Westside

High School, Omaha, Neb.,
Vol. 56, Issue 3, April 4, 2011.
Reproduced by permission of
Rod How.

The Lance front-page
focuses on a change in the
grading system at the local
middle school to conform to
new state grading standards.
The story includes a sidebar

detailing an explanation of the
number-based standard from

the previous letter-based
standard. The second story
focuses on visitors to the
school observing a modular
scheduling system already in
place. Both stories are local,

5

hyperfocused stories of interest

to the students in this school
and their educational
experiences.
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WEBLINK Check out
www.journalism.org

A website produced by the Pew
Research Center for Excellence
in Journalism, this site contains
a wealth of good resources for
journalists especially under the
Journalism Resources link.

WHERE DOES NEWS COME FROM?

It has been said that the word “news” stands for north, east, west and south — the full compass of
directions and topics that a newspaper must cover on a daily basis. According to linguists, though,
the word “news” is a plural variant of a French word, “nouvelles,” and a German word, “neues,”
both meaning that which is novel, or new. Breaking news has come to mean coverage of an important
event as it is actually happening. With today’s access to 24-hour media sources, breaking news has
become a continuous stream of information from multiple sources and locations around the world.

High school papers usually have to report breaking news some time after it occurs. A gas
smell causing a school-wide evacuation was reported in The Lowell, the student newspaper of
San Francisco’s Lowell High School, four days after the event took place. The paper’s website,
however, was able to post the news online just two days after it occurred, and included a gallery
of photos from the event. Fortunately, most high school news is not quite so time-sensitive, and
can interest readers for longer periods of time. Such news is appropriate for both the print and
online editions of your paper.

NEWS VALUE

It is important that the newspaper staff determine the news value of each potential story. This means
evaluating such factors as a story’s timeliness, proximity to your school community, prominence of
the people involved and size of the potential audience — as well as such elements as conflict and
drama, surprise or oddity and emotional and visual appeal. Such factors are essential to how readers
interact with the information and how long they stay with a story before losing interest.

As editors determine the news value of potential stories, they help determine what information
reaches the public. In this way, the newspaper staff become gatekeepers of information, a very
important responsibility in journalism. By choosing to cover some stories rather than others,
they give life and credibility to particular topics and perspectives.

Where to place each story is another important news value decision. The greater the news
value of a story, the more space and more prominent position it should receive in the print
edition. The front-page is the first thing a reader sees, and should therefore be reserved for topics
most important to your audience. In many professional newspapers, local news appears on the
front-page while less timely world and national news is often relegated to inside pages because
it’s less timely. News is also prioritized on websites, where the timeliest news often takes the top
position in a feed or blog. On a website, important and updated news might also be featured in a
special banner or distinct multimedia package.

News value goes hand in hand with the elements of a news lead, which includes the who,
what, when, where, why and how of a story (see Chapter 3 for more on news leads). In determining
the news value of a story, the reporter may determine that the why and how may need to be
emphasized over other facts that may not be as relevant or important.

The more news value a story has, the more important and interesting it will be to a broad
audience. More readers will relate and care about what they are reading. The news value of a
high school story often determines whether it will interest the local community, in addition to the
paper’s primary audience of students, teachers and parents. Below you’ll find a more detailed
discussion of the key factors to keep in mind when assessing the news value of a story.

Timeliness

It goes almost without saying that news travels fast. Information that is current is of greater
interest than older news. When something important happens at your school, students and staff
will talk about it and will pass on the information they have heard, even if it isn’t accurate.
A newspaper staff trained to identify the relevant facts can quickly clarify these events through
the newspaper’s website, as well as through social media such as Twitter.

Reporting old news in the print edition of your newspaper is unlikely to interest readers in an
age of continuous Internet and cable news. Your newspaper’s website can be used to bridge the
gap between print editions, especially through the use of news briefs — short articles that report
the basic facts of timely news stories. Rather than printing information that has already been


http://www.Journalism.org
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PHOTOS OF THE WEEK

The saxaphone section of the Blue Knights Jazz Band
performs a salo at the annual Jazz Night held on May 4.

SENIOR DROSTE MILLEDGE cuts acrcss in froat of
the Dlathe goalic as he scores one of his ieam's four
eals in the game oo bay 2.

JUKIOR CALEB MASON works on his swing during
Team Games class on May 2

JUMIOR DREW BROECKELMAN comforts SENIOR
ABBY MOORE at the year's Last choir comcer! on May 3.

2| NEWS
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O»written by Emily Donovan | art by Tom Lynch

SCHOOL—

Parents plan after
graduation party

A casino, an inflatable climbing wall,
Noodkes & Co., Sheridans, karaoke, a D],
prizes lincluding iPods) and more will be
available 10 the Class of 2012. The Afer
Graduation Party will take place Thursday,
May IT in the East gymnasium and cafete-
rid, from 8 pom. 1o 1 2 m. Everything is free
Tor seniors with thelr student 1D,

A commitice of 10 Lancer parents so
licited donations from familics, local busk
nesses and the Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion throughout the year 1o raise a $12.000
budget for the event. These parents hope
o provide a safe, fun party

Teachers and students look
Jorward to art awards

Artwork made throughout the semester
will be awarded Wednesday, May 16 from
3-4:30 p.m. in the East cafeteria. The visual
artdepartment feachers will present awards
to their students, finishing the mo-weck
long art show putside the counseling office,
the art wing, the gym hallway and through-
out the building.

Artwork was judged by Ransas City art
ists, art teachers and art curators from local
muscums and busincsses. Awards will be
given for judges’ awands, leachers’ awards,
the first, second and third place winners,
and b bl in each visual ants

where the senior class can be together one
last time.

calegory.

With coordination help from the booster
club, Friends of the An awards cercmony
will include snacks.

ZE N

”" UNDER ™\
<{CONSTRUCTION,

Corinth shops undergo
construction

Local Prairie Village shopping centers
are getting a facelit. LANE4 Property Group,
Inc. has already begun renovation of the
main cenler structure at Corinth Square,
planning 1o replace the current wood-shin
@ed roof with clay tles and recycle design
chements and materials of Urban Table. Ad
dinionally, four “pocket parks,” or small sit
ting recreation areas, are scheduled o be
constructed at each of the shopping cenier’s
four comers. LANE4 will be doing similar
rengvation for Johnny's Tavern exterior pa
tio arca and both of Hen Houses Corinth
Square and Prairie Village Shopping Center
Tagades.

5 N

City prepares for annual
PV Art Fair

Kiosks housing local and national artists
will take over the Village Shopping Center
June 1, 2 and 3 for Prairie Village Art Fair.
The Art Fair gives patrons the opporunity
to walk up and down the vilkige, entering
booths to purchase armwork or speak di
rectly with the antist, a special opponunity
which connects the purchaser with the art
ist. Mediums include jewelry, ceramics,
painting. woodwork and more.

The fair, however, includes more than
original artwork. Friday and Samrday
nights will offer live music from 710 pm.
performed by Kansas City musicians. In ad-
dition 1o food vendors throughout the event,
Chris Cakes will offer a Pancake Breakfast
Saturday morning from 8:30-10:30 a.m.

<N

Students prepare for
Lobster Landing

The foreign exchange program at East is
partially funded by lobsiers. Saturday, May
12, foreign exchange students will distribute
lobsters outside the counselling hallway at
the Lobster Landing from 10 a.m. to 11:30
am. Over 300 lobsters have been pre-or
dered for the evenl,

The Lobster Landing is a bi-annual tradi-
tion coordinated by former Lancer 1.}

the past 35 years. Profits from the sale

rards study abroad scholarships for
East sudents who plan o study abroad and
benefn foreign exchange students through
purchasing yearbooks, activity ticket, and
holiday gifts from the school.

Anti-abortion bill passes
Kansas Legislature

According to a 23-16 vole in the Kansas
Senate. health care professionals should not
be sued or have their jobs put in jeopardy for
refusing to perform an abortion by following
their consciences. The bill passed in both
the Kansas House and Senate, despiie con-
cerns that giving additional legal protection
to doctors would allow some professions to
deny life-saving procedures and limil access
o birth conrol. Critics worry that a patient
will not know the doctor's stance on abor-
tion until he refuses to administer ireatment
and that the doctor will not have lo refer the
patient elsewhere.

The “conscience™ bill, which is expected
to be signed by Governor Sam Brownback,
will go into effect July |

made public, a striking photograph can also be used, with a long caption summarizing the story.
High school papers often publish several pages of pictures from major school events, and offer
slideshows or video footage on their websites.

Proximity

News that happens in or near your school will be of interest to students, parents, staff and
administrators. Such stories should be a primary focus for a school newspaper, which may be the
only official record of the information.

As students, high school newspaper reporters have access to sources and information that
may not be available to outsiders. For example, at Virginia’s Chantilly High School, the Purple
Tide newspaper reported on the removal of the senior class president and treasurer from their
positions after they were caught drinking before a football game. The story quoted the treasurer
admitting to the offense, while school officials would not comment on the reason the two were
disqualified. Clearly, the student reporter had access to the students accused in the incident.

FIGURE 1.2 The Harbinger,
Shawnee Mission East High
School, Prairie Village, Kan.
Reproduced by permission of
C. Dow Tate.

News briefs on this page
expand beyond school to
include community and state
items of interest to student
readers. In addition to the
briefs, relevant art heads each
story adding visual interest.

A vertical panel of photos of
the week also adds visual
interest and includes captions
for each image. In addition to
news briefs, many newspapers
include sports and
entertainment briefs.
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FIGURE 1.3 Spark,
Lakota East High School,
Liberty Township, Ohio.
Reproduced by permission
of Dean Hume.

After district voters struck
down a tax levy for the third
consecutive time, staff of
Spark newspaper analyzed
in a series of articles what
the impact of the district’s
spending deficit would be.
Staff coverage included a
series of stories, detailed
in an explanatory box on
the right page. A visual
infographic at the bottom
of the left page graphically
shows the impact of the past
votes dating from 2004.

Levy Failure Brings Lakota

More Challenges

For the third time in a row, the Lakota levy was struck down by voters,
this time 54-46 percent. Potentially facing a $17.6 million spending deficit
by 2016, Lakota will be forced to re-evaluate and make “painful cuts.”

slory rachel podnar | prolo ellen fleetwood | infogapnic irfan ibrahim

olitical climate, Taxes, Board
indecision. Budgetary concems
Poor economy. Misinformaton.

Transparency.

Wharever rthe factors were that contribured
to the community’s decision, the Nov. 8
election left the Lakora Local School District
at 2 loss for funding. The third tince 2005,
the failure of the operating levy means the
continuation of Lakotak long struggle for
funding and the beginning of a new serics of
tough decisions and cuts to be made by the
Lakota Board of Education

Based on the Oct. 2011 Five-Year Forecast,

a “snapshot” of the district’s projected

finances, at current spending levels, Lakota

will have a spending deficit of $17.6 n
de

2016, up from the current spend:
§9 million.

If the levy would have passed, it would
have kept Lakota out of deficit spending uneil
at least 2014,

According to Lakora Treasurer Jenni

Millage Matters

The Laict ta Cistrict r“s had I' A

The mget 2

a [‘L«?ff nprog ’.
tar dolars per yaar

vyS concaming adhar curent l‘l[»ﬂf‘s

‘; ¥ the milape is 4 mils, tha percent 12
party vaues fuciuating over he past saven yaars, the milage has done lkevisa

Logan, the 4.75 mill levy would have garncrd
approximatcly §12 million per year and would
have filled a hole created by loss of state
funding,

The decrease in Lakota's stare funding will
amount to 2bout §12 mulbon per year by 2014,
$3 million of that amount is due to the end
of the stimulus funds that Lakota has recieved
and the state deciding not to replace those
dollars. The other §9 million comes from the
loss of funds from 1 commercial activiry rax.

Logan said the stare discontinued a source
of funding for local govenments—the tangible
personal property tax—in order to artract
businesses to Ohio. To compensate for the
loss of revenue, the state replaced the tax
with the commercal activity tax, which 15 o
be phased out by 2018, The tax, however, is
being phased out carly and will be complercly
phased out by 2014, resulting in a §9 million
loss for Lakora,

With the levy failure, it is tme to reasscs
the budget and compensare for the §12

‘:u"*ﬂ of cum

;'|1‘-. 2 o atenthol
.1?1!"300’,‘( 04 perzent. or 340000

million revenue loss, according ro Logan.
“A nced sall exists, Without the nceded
revenue we are forced ro make more drastic
reductions,” Logan saxd
is not something that we look forward to and

“That is never fun, It

it 1 a job that we have to do. We are begnning

on it i
The t
short—if the Board chooscs to place alevy on
the ballot in Mar. they will nced to eake action
by Dec. 7
resolutions and certification, according 1o

reframe for deasion-making is

in order to sccure the necessary

Logan. In the coming weeks, the Board must
decide whether it will request another levy and
if it will be on the ballor in Mar., Jun. or Nov

This decision will work in tandem with
what cuts are made and where, and under
what time frame they will be made.

“Oinc of the frst steps is [ro decide
whether or not to] go back to th lot,”

Logan said. “If |we choosc to put another

levy on the ballor] do we want to keep it ar
4,75 mills? Wich this defear we have now lost

13
n 9.3 Mils
% 5.5 Mils 5.5 Mills 5.6Mills
s 4.75 Mills
3 1oy . . i
| % Tﬁ‘:-—ﬁd _——-—‘e'q.'a-‘_ \

Mar. 2004 Naov. 2004

Feb 2005 Nov. 2005

May 2010

Nov. 2010

Years Levy has Passed in the Past Seven Years

8| St | November 17, 2011

Naov. 2011

Covering events that happen far from the school, such as the tsunami that hit Japan in
2011, will need to be localized for a high school newspaper. In this case, schools with large
Asian populations could have interviewed students who might have friends and relatives
living in Japan and covered the story from their perspectives. No news story should take
reporting from an already published account in a professional publication, even if the source
is attributed.

Prominence

People of prominence will add interest to any news story. A school visit by First Lady Michelle
Obama, accompanied by the first lady of the Republic of Korea, made front-page news in The A
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secause we won't be able o colleet in

have lost ayear of collection™

ndent Karen Mantia said

of whether or not to go back
it is pare of many decisions on the

Board will have to ask where will we
said, “If we do go back,
20 back for? Will it be with
wills services have to

? We're evaluaring all of

like in the Nov. 2010 Jevy, the Board
1 list of objectives ro be cur
of th v’s failure. As of press
time, derails regarding specific cuts have not

did not re

in the eve

been released. According to Logan, there is no

imber for how much cuts must amount

future levies could affece the how

ds to be cut.

Board v

o the fact

e president Ben Dibble spoke
hat where the mevitable euts will

come from is largely up in the air at chis point.

" Dibble said. “We can't ar this point.
bvious things are already cur. Things like
—already cut, It will be more of curting

and into the bone because there s no far. We
cut into the muscle so I puess it back into the
bone where we're cutting into the structure of

the th

Aceording to Dibble, one of the reasons
the Board did nor release a list of specific

This issue is the first
piece in Spark’s series of
post-levy budget coverage

cuts to be made was because of the arnval of

Mantia as the new superntendent. Mantia was

new ¢ distriet and she was deciding where

her pric % for the district were and th
could

To approach the task ahead of making

t outline specific cuts to be made.

cuts in the schools, Manna is relying on a
dar
analyzes costs and
Dibb:
process already o determine where Lakota'’s

based decision making model, one that

fits to all programs,
¢ said that she has gone through a

costs are and she will use thae when making
her decisions.

Mantia said, “We'll match the cost 1o
the serviee as provided. We want to ask the
question of the value that it brings to students
and whar students need.”

While the arcas from which curs will be
made have not yet been announced, i is the
clear message of the NoLakota group that the
diserice should start with a conversation with
the teach

5

Rich Hoffman, spokesman for

said that Lakota should come up wi

percent savings out of the teacher’s contrace.

“1'd like to sce the supenntendent sit down
with the LEA [Lakota Educators Association]
and ask them if they would be willing to work
within the budger and come up with five
percent savings,” Hoffman said. “That way
nobody has to lose a job, no clectives need to
be cut. They need to figure out how to work
in the budget that the community set the
constraints for jon Nov, 8."

Afrer the last levy failure, cuts were felt in
all grade levels, across all areas: transportation,
class offerings and sizes and athletics While
the Board does not know what exactly the
next round of cuts will look like, they will
most likely come from personnel c\p:mli-u 5
where approximately 77 percent of the general
fund is spent on wages and bencfits,

“There isn’t much else ro cut other than

personnel,” Logan said, “Not in a budget
of $1.55 million when 77 percent of the
that
doesn’t mean we won't look at everytmg, We

expenditures are in personnel. Bue

renegotiate negotiate contracts. We try to

save dollars with anything and everyrjing we

can look at but t 18 not going to fix our
probems The speading deficit is §9 million
and there’s not enough of those expenditures
to solve §9 million.”

Community outreach coordinator for
the Lakota Levy Committee Kelly Casper
reiterates that while it is painful, curs will hkely
come in the form of personnel reductions.

“Unfortunately, the biggest place thar we
can cut 15 personnel and 1 hate to sce that
happen,” Casper said. “1 hate to sce teachers
loosing their robs but [ have rremendous,
tremendous faith in Dr. Mantia. She is trving
to get Lakora back on track.”

With the failure of the levy and the
certainty of cuts, Manita said thar district

will

the failure as an opportunity to re-

evaluatethe the distnict's situation, Her plan

was to make cuts regardless of a levy passage
or failure and she said this falure is 2 chance
to take a decper look ar Lakota,
“|After talking to the commu
sccond srep i
Mantia said. “We'll have to answer a lot of
questions. Will we go back on the ballot, whart

to step back and teprioritize,”

will we do with the shortage of money? |
don't have answers for [those questions]. Bur
there are a lot of questions circling around.
uping,”

f the factors that go mto how
voters make decisions, there are any number
of causes that lead 1o the mandate for Lakota

to regroup. Dibble expressed his o
the other issucs on the ballot might
away from the levy.

He said that levies do not commonly go on
the ballor at the same time as board clections

and that may have contobuted to the F:

lure,

while Casper thinks it is a sign of a lack of

concern for good schools in the community,
Hoffman disagrees with both of these

points and argues that this levy was vored

down because people feel that they are raxed
too much

“[The levy failed] because the raxes are
too high and [the community] is fruserated
and there isn't any plan to bring the budger
together, even though it might not sound that
Hoffman said.
Mantia said thar the 1ssuc 15 not about why

way in the school system,

the levy failed bue rather that a new dialogue
must begin in Lakota between the school
district and the comimunity in order to move
forward.

Mantia said, “We need to find out what the
community wants from us This is their failure
and we need ro ask the questions and develop
an understanding of where our communiry
is, 1 don't think it's about liking kids or not
liking kids, it's about the climare, We need to
understand the community better.” ®

lakolasastepank.com | Yaik

FIGURE 1.3 (continued)
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Blast, the student newspaper

Audience impact

of Annandale High School, in Annandale, Virginia. The story
included additional links to a slideshow and video footage from this event.
Prominence differs with context. Student leaders, teachers, coaches and administrators are
prominent in all schools, and much news will center around these figures. Organizations such as
the school’s student government or principal’s council can also be important in shaping news.

A story that influences or affects a large number of readers will have greater news value. In high

schools, news may impact on a single set of students, students in certain classes and age levels



